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RI Chapter Officers
and Appointments
2016-2018
Dean, John Brooks
401-289-2650
jbrooks356@gmail.com

Sub Dean, Stephen Kirby
401-246-0039
kev14@aol.com

Secretary, David Cranmer
401-447-9848
dcranmer45@cox.net

Treasurer, Doris Alberg
401-365-7273
dalberg1@cox.net
		
Publicity, Stephen T. Martorella 
401-885-0623
steve.fbc@verizon.net

Newsletter, Althea Allard
401-728-4431
altheaallard@gmail.com

Historian, N. Peter LaMoria
401-723-6974
npeterlam@aol.net

Placement, Brian Larkin
401-272-8318
brianlarkin1@cox.net

Membership: Christopher Souza
401-368-2758

Auditors: 
Denise Petrucci, Jackie Gourd

Reg. Councillor, Cheryl Duerr
clduerr@gmail.com

Executive Committee

2017
Dr, Gail Himrod, OP 401-351-8946
Philip Martorella 401-885-3431

2018
Alan Cotnoir
Cody Mead

2019
Gina Vecchio 401-354-2366
Larry Wilson 

www.riago.org

From the Dean
Dear Colleagues:
I hope you are enjoying a relaxing summer filled with musical, spiritual and re-creational pursuits! 
I am in “rehearsal mode” for a performance with the choral ensemble Ecclesia, directed by Pierre 
Masse, of  the All-Night Vigil, op. 37, of  Sergei Rachmaninoff  (Vespers), at the Newport Music Festival 
on July 10. The old-world ambience and stunning acoustics of  St. Joseph’s Church in Newport will 
lend the appropriate air of  mystery to this masterpiece of  the a cappella sacred choral repertoire. My 
“Russian bass” persona is gradually taking hold, and while correct Russian pronunciation is definitely 
a challenge, fortunately my low C’s and B-flats are not! 
In July I shall be returning to England for the Three Choirs Festival at Gloucester Cathedral to enjoy 
Elgar’s majestic oratorio, The Kingdom, and the Mahler 8th Symphony, Symphony of  a Thousand, as well 
as staples of  the choral repertoire, including Mozart’s Requiem, Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Orff ’s Carmina 
Burana, and gems of  Parry, Stanford, Ralph Vaughan Williams, Holst, Howells, Britten, and currently 
active composers, for which the Three Choirs has always been famous. There will also be chamber 
music, commissioned works, song recitals, organ recitals, lectures and workshops and daily Evensong 
sung by each of  the three cathedral choirs. We should all have musical and spiritual experiences like 
this in our lives now and then! 
We offer congratulations to our new AGO President, Dr. Michael Bedford. A professional church 
musician since 1973, Dr. Bedford has been Organist and Choirmaster of  St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma since 1990, and is a widely published composer of  music for children’s, youth and 
adult choirs, handbell ensembles, organ, and instruments. He has led workshops, hymn festivals and 
choir festivals across the country. Here is a church musician who truly practices what he preaches! 
For our first program of  the 2016-17 season, we will host a PLAY THE ORGAN day at the First 
Baptist Church in America, Providence, courtesy of  Stephen Martorella. Piano and organ students 
from across the state will meet on Saturday September 24, for a lively hands-on demonstration, play 
their favorite piano pieces on a “real” organ, watch the intriguing film “Pulling Out All the Stops,” 
and enjoy a pizza lunch. We also hope to re-activate our chapter organ scholarship program and need 
your support and participation to make this day a success! 

Best wishes for a happy, healthy and productive summer, and see you in September! 
John Brooks, Dean

Important Notice to Members
A gentle but urgent reminder to all members: We are in the season of  renewals, and we need 
you to renew promptly. If  you have received an email from National AGO, find it and follow 
the directions to renew online. If  you prefer to renew in the traditional “paper” manner, contact 
Membership Chairman Chris Souza (401.368.2758), who will send you the necessary form. In 
any case, please do this NOW, while you think of  it. We will be putting together our Directory for 
2016-17 in hopes of  publishing it and distributing it in the fall. We want your name and information 
to be included. Thank you heartily for your prompt action on this request!



Substitute Listings
Contact Brian Larkin (272-8318) with changes.

Available Sundays & Weekdays 
Bramblett-Mollohan, Deborah 401-793-1723 (call for availability)
Casteel, Eden: 401-932-5589
Clarke, Margaret: 401-726-4128 (all)
Conboy, Lois: 401-658-3838  (please inquire)
Funk, Richard: 401-272-0693 (all)
Goncharova, Natalya, 401-334-9157
Gourd, Jacqueline: 401-828-4057 (all, no weddings)
Higgins, Stephen: 401-441-2270 (comfortable with any keyboard situation)
Johnson, Winfred: 401-847-8548 (interim)
Jones, William 401-848-4327 (all)
Kohl, Karen: 401-787-2695 (please inquire)
Norton-Jackson, Diana: 401-714-2700 (no weddings)
Phelps, Howard: 508-224-8475 (please inquire)
Tagen, Julia L.: 401-885-7438 (all, weddings/funerals/interim)
Taylor, Terry: 401-253-9030 (tutti@fullchannel.net) 
Vecchio, Gina: 401-954-2163
Westhaver, Verna: 401-683-2636 (substitute/interim)

Available Weekdays only
Allard, Althea: 401-728-4431
Black, John: 401-245-2356 (all, available Saturdays & weekdays)
Brown, Ronald: 508-222-0824 (funerals only)
Cienniwa, Paul: 617-466-9042 ($150 min, no Sun. a.m.)
Cranmer, David: 401-447-9848
Larkin, Brian: 401-272-8318 (weddings/memorials/funerals/consultant)
Martorella, Philip: 401-885-3431 (no Sun. a.m.)
Nicholson, Nancy: 401-521-9097 (all)
Nolan, Robert: 401-884-7172 (available to provide all needs)
Ogburn, William 401-294-4357
Sobaje, Martha: 401-626-0099 (weddings, funerals)

Submissions
Deadline: 20th of  each month. Submissions: Send Word or Text files to 
altheaallard@gmail.com or to Althea Allard, 166 Suffolk Ave., Pawtucket, RI 02861.
Advertising: Word doc, PDF (print ready), JPG (high resolution), or TIFF. 
All files should be grayscale at 300 dpi resolution. Email to altheaallard@gmail.com

Advertising Rates 
1/4-page ad (3.5”W x 5”H):  $18  -or-  1/8-page ad (3.5”W x 2.5”H):  $10
Flyers you provide (for RIAGO members): $10. Make checks out to RIAGO and 
mail to Althea Allard by the 20th.

Events
Sunday, July 10 at 3:00 pm: Philip Martorella presents 
an All Chopin concert featuring the complete Preludes, 
Op. 28, and the four Ballades. Courthouse Center for the 
Arts, 3481 Kingstown Road, West Kingston, RI. Tickets 
$20. 401.782.1018; courthouseatrs.org
 
Sunday, July 17 at 3:00 pm: Philip Martorella continues 
the All Chopin Concert, featuring the complete Etudes, 
Op. 10 and 25. Courthouse Center for the Arts, 3481 
Kingstown Road, West Kingston, RI. Tickets $20. 
401.782.1018; courthouseatrs.org
 

Member Matters

Additions to the Directory and welcome to new and rejoining 
members:

Rodney Ayres, 175 Mathewson Street, Providence, RI 02903; 
401.884.4116; ravagers@aol.com Organist at St. Luke’s, East 
Greenwich.

Susan Markham, 109 Reservoir Road, Coventry, RI 02816; 
401.821.6787; C: 401.580.3633; iplayinchurch@aol.com

Peter Ujj, 154 Middle Avenue, Cranston, RI 02920; Organist 
at Church of  the Redeemer, Providence, RI. 415.967.9428; 
987654321up@gmail.com

Gigi Mitchell-Velasco, 184 Amherst Srteet, Providence, RI 
02909; 401.521.4681; 401.965.4641; pipeorganlady22@gmail.
com. Dual Member-Boston Chapter

Placement Listings
Contact Brian Larkin (272-8318) for more details or changes.

St. Francis of  Assissi, RC
Gardner’s Neck Rd, Swansea, MA
Contact: Jonathan Babbitt  401-864-9009  2jamb2@gmail.com
Johannus digital/2 man 18 stps  Salary 22K  O/DM

St. Michael’s Episcopal
399 Hope Street, Bristol, RI 02809
Rev Elizabeth Habecker: 401-253-7717; 562-833-0863 
Allen Q345 3 man     20K  O/DM

Swanhurst Chorus
Newport, RI
Harry Gustafson  401-846-3332; www.swanhurst.org
6-9K     Director


