
Newsletter of the rhode IslaNd Chapter of the amerICaN GuIld of orGaNIsts  |   Volume lII No. 4

S
e

p
t

 2
0

1
9

rI Chapter offICers
aNd appoINtmeNts
2019-2020

dean,  stephen p. Kirby
401-246-0039
loftynotes@aol.com

sub dean, Gigi mitchell-Velasco
pipeorganlady22@gmail.com

secretary,  david Cranmer
 401-447-9848
dcranmer45@cox.net

treasurer, doris alberg
401-365-7273
dalberg1@cox.net
  
publicity, stephen t. martorella 
401-885-0623
steve.fbc@verizon.net

Newsletter, althea allard
401-728-4431
altheaallard@gmail.com

historian, N. peter lamoria
401-723-6974
npeterlam@aol.com

placement: Julie tagen 401-885-7438

membership: Christopher souza
401-368-2758

auditors: 
denise petrucci, Jackie Gourd

reg. Councillor: leslie smith
northeastago@gmail.com

exeCutIVe CommIttee

2020
Nick Voermans

2021
fred Jodry
lawrence e. wilson 860-857-5493
lewilson3rd@gmail.com 

2022
philip martorella
Gina Vecchio 401-354-2366
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from the deaN

Dear RI AGO Members,

 I hope everyone has had a restful and relaxing summer break from  church responsibilities. 
Anticipating the year ahead, the RI – AGO Board met on Monday, August 26, and planned a 
wonderful series of  activities. Many thanks to Gigi Mitchel-Vellasco for her dedicated planning 
and ideas for the 2019/2020 season, to be announced as soon as plans--presenters, dates, and 
venues--are confirmed. This year, we are spotlighting member talent and expertise.

 Our first event will be held in mid October on the topic of  self-care. We will host an 
informal meeting with Professor Mark Steinbach on body works and ergonomic posture at the 
console. Also Jane Murray will review body mapping. This promises to be an informative meeting 
and of  interest to all of  our members. The actual date will be posted soon, and I will notify all 
members of  the time and place.

 Watch the newsletter for announcements and details of  upcoming events from Gigi and 
me as the year progresses.

 On another note, we still have one vacancy on our Board for a Member-at-large. Please 
contact me if  you are interested. Serving on the Board involves only three meetings each year. 
We need members to participate in leadership to keep our chapter vibrant. Please consider board 
membership as a way to contribute to the success of  your chapter. 

 Last but not least, this is a simple plea for all AGO Members to renew their membership 
for the upcoming year. It is simple to do and can be done online or by mail. Your National 
membership very much benefits our local chapter.

 Have a great year, and join us for the upcoming programs!

Stephen P. Kirby,
Dean

See you in October at the opening event. 
Details will follow.



submIssIoNs
DeADLINe: 20th of  each month. SuBMISSIONS: Send Word or Text files to 
altheaallard@gmail.com or to Althea Allard, 166 Suffolk Ave., Pawtucket, RI 02861.
AdverTISInG: Word doc, PdF (print ready), JPG (high resolution), or TIFF. 
All files should be grayscale at 300 dpi resolution. email to altheaallard@gmail.com

adVertIsING rates 
1/4-page ad (3.5”W x 5”H):  $18  -or-  1/8-page ad (3.5”W x 2.5”H):  $10
Flyers provided electronically for inclusion with newsletter (for rIAGO members): 
$10. Make checks out to rIAGO and mail to Althea Allard by the 20th. $25 
non-members.

.

eVeNt
Sunday September 22,  2:00 pm: The First Baptist 
Church in America presents the Yale Whiffenpoofs, the 
world’s oldest and best-known collegiate a cappella group. 
Beginning as a quartet 1909, the “Whiffs” met for weekly 
concerts at Mory’s Temple Bar, the famous Yale tavern. 
Today the group is one of  Yale’s most celebrated traditions, 
with over a century of  musical excellence, singing a mixture 
of  old Yale tunes, jazz standards, and other hits from across 
the decades, performing more than 200 concerts a year in 
such venues as Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, the 
White House, the rose Bowl, and Lincoln Center. Making 
numerous television appearances, the Whiffenpoofs have 
sung for u.S. Presidents and have toured over twenty 
countries on six continents in recent years. Meetinghouse 
of  The First Baptist Church in America, 75 north Main 
Street, Providence. Free admission; donations accepted.

plaCemeNt lIstINGs
Contact Julie Tagen (401-225-9594) to list

emmanuel episcopal Church                                    2/19
120 nate Whipple Highway, Cumberland, rI 019864
The rev. Joan Testin, 401-658-1506
Allen          $200/wk  O/d

St. Mark’s episcopal Church        11/18
111 east Shore rd., Warwick, rI 02889
The rev. Susan Wrathall    day 401-737-3127  eve 401-617-0380
Steere & Turner       $16,000       O/d

St. Patrick Catholic Church                                     3/19
2068 Cranston St., Cranston, RI 02920
Fr. roger durand, 401-944-0001(day) 401-499-1076(eve)
rodgers    $12,000               3 weekend Masses     O/d

Greenville Baptist Church                                        7/19
582 Putnam Pike, Greenville, rI  02828
elizabeth Gates   401-949-1134 (church), 
401-632-6748 (text only)
Moller                  $15-16,000                                O/d

Woodridge Congregational Church                           7/19
546 Budlong rd., Cranston, rI  02920
rev. Scott Spencer   401-942-0662, 508-838-0035 (c)
Wicks                  $13,500                                     O/d

substItute lIstINGs
Contact Julie Tagen (401-225-9594) with changes.
AvAILABLe SundAYS & WeekdAYS 
Babbitt, Jonathan 401-864-9009
Casteel, eden: 401-932-5589
Clarke, Margaret: 401-726-4128 (all)
Higgins, Stephen: 401-441-2270 (comfortable with any keyboard 
situation)
Jones, William: 401-848-4327 (all)
kohl, karen: 401-787-2695 Please Inquire
MacCubbin, Jay: 401-521-0698
Nicholson, Nancy: 401-521-9097 (all)
norton-Jackson, diana 401-714-2700 interim, sub, no weddings
Tagen, Julia L.: 401-225-9594 (all, weddings/funerals/interim)
Taylor, Terry: 401-253-9030 (tutti@fullchannel.net) 
vecchio, Gina: 401-954-2163
vinson, duncan: 781-888-3848
Westhaver, verna: 401-683-2636 (substitute/interim)
Wilson, Lawrence: 860-857-5493 Organ; Sacred Jazz Composer/
Arranger

AvAILABLe WeekdAYS OnLY
Black, John: 401-737-1230 (all, available Saturdays & weekdays)
Castellani, roger: 917-621-6530
Cranmer, david: 401-447-9848
Martorella, Philip: 401-615-0769 (no Sun. a.m.)
Sobaje, Martha: 401-626-0099 (weddings, funerals)


